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I have now gone through the whole of the subject, at least as far as it
appears to me at present. It has been my intention for the five years I
have been in Europe to offer an address to the people of England on the
subject of Government; if the opportunity presented itself, before I re-
turned to America. Mr. Burke has thrown it in my way and I thank him.
On a certain occasion, three years ago, I pressed him to propose a na-
tional convention, to be fairly elected, for the purpose of taking the state
of the Nation into consideration; but I found that however strongly the
parliamentary current was then setting against the party he acted with,
their policy was to keep everything within that field of corruption, and
trust to accidents. Long experience had shewn that Parliaments would
follow any change of ministers, and on this they rested their hopes and
expectations.
Formerly, when divisions arose respecting Governments, recourse was
had to the sword, and a civil war ensued. That savage custom is exploded
by the new system; and reference is had to national conventions. Dis-
cussion and the general will arbitrate the question, and to this private
opinion yidds with a good grace, and order is preserved .utrinterrupted.
Some gentlemen have affected to call the principles upon which this
work and the former part of the Rights of Man are founded "a new fan-
gled doctrine," The question is not whether those principles are new or
old, but whether they are right or wrong. Suppose the former, I will shew
their effect by a figure easily understood.
It is now towards the middle of February. Were I to take a turn into
the country the trees would present a leafless winterly appearance. As
people are apt to pluck twigs as they walk along, I perhaps might do the
same, and by chance might observe that a single bud on that twig had
begun to swell I should reason very unnaturally, or rather not reason
at all, to suppose this was the only bud in England which had this appear-
ance. Instead of deciding thus, I should instantly conclude that the saime
appearance was beginning, or about to begin, everywhere; and though
the vegetable sleep will continue longer on some trees and plants than
on others, and though some of them may not blossom for two or three
years, all will be in leaf in the summer, except those which are rotten.
What pace the political summer may keep with the natural, no humaia
foresight can determine* It is, however, not difficult to perceive that the
spring is begun. Thus wishing, as I sincerely do, freedom and happiness
to all Nations, I close the SECOND PART*